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The Culture of Urban Control: Jail Overcrowding in the Crime Control Era
explores and analyzes the growth and expansion of the United States’ largest
single-site urban jail system. Through an analysis of a United States Federal
Court initiated consent decree this research provides a narrative of criminal
justice policy, politics and legal maneuvering between the years of 1993 and
2003 associated with overcrowding within the Cook County Jail. As aresult of
increased policing presence and subsequent arrests during the crime control era
of the 1990's, the Cook County Department of Corrections experienced a
continually overcrowded correctional facility resulting in pre-trial and post-
convicted inmates sleeping on floors in overcrowded and dilapidated facilities.
Beginning in the early 1990’ s and under the supervision of the federal court,
Chicago and Cook County, Illinois undertook the largest expansion of local level
incarceration and correctional control in their history. The disputing process
between local, state and federal level claims-makers within the legal arenaand
through media representations are analyzed in conjunction with infrastructure
growth, changing correctional populations, community level expansion of
correctional programming and the social reality of the inmate experience. How
local level corrections and federal interdiction were shaped by local level politics
and criminal justice systems are examined.
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The Culture of Urban Control: Jail Overcrowding in the Crime Control Era explores and analyzes the growth
and expansion of the United States' largest single-site urban jail system. Through an analysis of a United
States Federal Court initiated consent decree this research provides a narrative of criminal justice policy,
politics and legal maneuvering between the years of 1993 and 2003 associated with overcrowding within the
Cook County Jail. Asaresult of increased policing presence and subsequent arrests during the crime control
era of the 1990's, the Cook County Department of Corrections experienced a continually overcrowded
correctional facility resulting in pre-trial and post-convicted inmates sleeping on floors in overcrowded and
dilapidated facilities. Beginning in the early 1990’ s and under the supervision of the federal court, Chicago
and Cook County, Illinois undertook the largest expansion of local level incarceration and correctional
control in their history. The disputing process between local, state and federal level claims-makers within the
legal arena and through media representations are analyzed in conjunction with infrastructure growth,
changing correctional populations, community level expansion of correctional programming and the social
reality of the inmate experience. How local level corrections and federal interdiction were shaped by local
level politics and criminal justice systems are examined.
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Editorial Review

Review

As atimely addition to the legacy of John Irwin, The Culture of Urban Control offers an in-depth—and
sophi sticated—snapshot of jail overcrowding in Chicago. With a critical eye on the conditions of
confinement, litigation, and the media, Dr. Walsh delivers a complex picture of current penal reform.
(Michagl Welch, Rutgers University)

Although neglected by criminologists, the jail plays a crucia role in shaping urban communities, and none
more so than the massive and storied Cook County Jail in Chicago. John Walsh' s fascinating analysis
therefore makes a wel come contribution to the criminology of socia control. (Shadd Maruna, Queen's
University Belfast)

Peppered through this account are glimmers of light revealing what happens within the day-to-day working
of the Cook County criminal justice system, what occurred among the various stakehol ders associations with
problemstypical of large urban criminal justice systems, and what resulted from judicial and other effortsto
ameliorate and resolve disputes affecting the operations and outcomes of Chicago’sjail. A 'prospector’
digging for 'gold" will find some within these pages. . . .[T]he author’ s focus on an urban jail, [is]valuable,
and should be worthy of starting a broader conversation about the role and operation of jails. (The ICCA
Journal)

About the Author

John P. Walsh is assistant professor in the School of Criminal Justice at Grand Valley State University. His
research interests include the reciprocal relationship between communities and the criminal justice system. In
addition to his academic career, Dr. Walsh has also served as a Chicago Police Officer and as a policy
analyst with the Cook County Sheriff’s Office.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Manuel Rodriguez:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to
take awander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled The
Culture of Urban Control: Jail Overcrowding in the Crime Control Era (Issuesin Crime and Justice)? Maybe
it isto become best activity for you. Y ou understand beside you can spend your time together with your
favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have additional opinion?

John Bennett:

The book The Culture of Urban Control: Jail Overcrowding in the Crime Control Era (Issuesin Crime and
Justice) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. Y ou need to use to make your capable far
more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem along with
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your subject. If you can make reading through a book The Culture of Urban Control: Jail Overcrowdingin
the Crime Control Era (Issuesin Crime and Justice) to be your habit, you can get much more advantages,
like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about afew or all subjects. Y ou may know
everything if you like available and read a guide The Culture of Urban Control: Jail Overcrowding in the
Crime Control Era (Issuesin Crime and Justice). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or
encyclopediaor other folks. So, how do you think about this guide?

Nicholas Buchanan:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get alot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in thisworld can easily
share their idea. Books can also inspire alot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with
their story or their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about the data
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet aways try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them
isthis The Culture of Urban Control: Jail Overcrowding in the Crime Control Era (Issuesin Crime and
Justice).

Janice Evans:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled The
Culture of Urban Control: Jail Overcrowding in the Crime Control Era (Issuesin Crime and Justice) your
thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but
surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a book then become one
application form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get prior to. The The Culture of
Urban Control: Jail Overcrowding in the Crime Control Era (Issues in Crime and Justice) giving you an
additional experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful details for your better life
in this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will be pleased when you
are finished looking at it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time
activity?
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