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the Fallanassi, where his every belief about the use of the Force is about to
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Editorial Review

Review
The New Republic faces aterrifying threat from the darkest depths of the Empire.

From the Inside Flap

AsLeiamust deal with a new threat to the fragile aliance that binds the New Republic, Lando becomes a
prisoner aboard a runaway spacecraft of unknown origin. The ship is following an unstoppable path to its
homeworld, destroyed by Imperia forces. Luke continues his quest to learn more about his mother among
the Fallanassi, where his every belief about the use of the Force is about to be challenged. And while Leia
ponders a diplomatic solution to the aggression of the fierce Y evetha race, Han pilots a spy ship into the
heart of Y evethan space and finds himself a hostage on one of the vast fleet of warships under the command
of aruthless |eader.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.
Prologue

Eight months after the Battle of Endor

The Empire's orbiting repair yard at N'zoth, code-named Black 15, was of standard Imperial design, with
nine great shipways arrayed in asguare. On the morning of the retreat from N'zoth, al nine slips were
occupied by Imperia warships.

Under most circumstances, nine Star Destroyers together would have been an intimidating sight to any who
might come under their guns.

But on the morning of the retreat from N'zoth, only one of the nine was ready for space.

That was the sorry assessment of Jian Paret, commander of the Imperial garrison at N'zoth, as he looked out
on the yards from his command center. The orders he had received hours ago were still playing before his

eyes:

You are ordered to evacuate the planetary garrison to the last man, at best possible speed, using any and all
ships that are spaceworthy. Destroy the repair yard and any and all remaining assets before withdrawing
fromthe system.

Paret's assessment was shared by Nil Spaar, master of the Y evethan underground, as he rode the work shuttle
up from the surface with the first commando team. The orders he had given hours ago were still ringing in
his ears:

Notify all teams that an Imperial evacuation has been ordered. Execute the primary plan without delay. Itis
our day for retribution. Our blood isin those vessels, and they will be ours. May each of us honor the name
of the Yevetha today."

Nine ships.
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Nine prizes.

The most badly damaged, Redoubtable, had taken terrible punishment in the retreat from Endor. The others
ranged from old medium cruisers being upgraded and recommissioned, to the EX-F, a weapons and
propulsion test bet built on a Dreadnaught hull.

The key to them all was the massive Star Destroyer Intimidator, moored at one of the open
dips. Spaceworthy but completely unblooded, it hat been sent to Black 15 from the Core for finish work, to
free up a super-class shipway at the commands home shipbuilding yard.

There was more than enough room aboard it for the garrison, and more than enough firepower aboard to
destroy the yard and the hulls within. Paret transferred his command to the bridge of the Intimidator within
an hour of receiving his orders.

But Intimidator could not leave the yard as quickly as Paret would have liked. He had only one-third of a
standard crew aboard, a single watch--too few hands to quickly ready a ship of that sizeto fly free.

Moreover, nine of every ten workers on Black 15 were Yevetha. Paret despised the gaudy-faced

skeletons. He would have liked to seal the ship in the interest of security, or to draft additional work details
in the interest of speed. But either act would prematurely alert the Y evetha that the occupation force was
leaving N'zoth, threatening the withdrawal from the surface.

All Paret would do was call a surprise departure drill and wait out its lengthy checks and countdowns, letting
the normal work details continue until the troop transports and the governor's shuttle had lifted off and were
en route. Then, and only then, could his crew close the hatches, cut the moorings, and turn its back on
N'zoth.

Nil Spaar knew of Commander Paret's dilemma. He knew all that Paret knew, and much more. For more
than five years he had worked to position allies of the underground throughout the conscript

workforce. Nothing of importance happened without Nil Spaar's swiftly hearing of it. And he had taken the
information he had collected and woven it into an elegant scheme.

He had put an end to the rash of minor "mistakes" and "accidents,” demanding that those who worked for the
Empire show diligence and strive for excellence--while learning everything they could about the ships and
their operation. He had seen to it that the Y evetha made themselves indispensable to the Black Fleet's yard
bosses and earned the trust of its commanders.

It was that trust which had allowed the work slowdown in the months since the Battle of Endor to go on
unquestioned. It was that trust which had given his Y evetha the run of both the yard and the ships moored in
the dlips.

And it was the patient and calculating exploitation of that trust which had brought Nil Spaar and those who
followed him to this moment.

He knew that he no longer need fear the Harridan, the Victory-class Star Destroyer that had been protecting
the yard and patrolling the system. The Harridan had been ordered to the front three weeks ago, joining the

Imperial force fighting alosing rear-guard action at Notak.

He knew that Paret could not seal the Intimidator against his men, even by ordering a battle-stations
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lockdown. More than a dozen external hatches in Sections 17 and 21 had been rigged by Y evetha
technicians to report that they were secured when they were not, and to report that they were closed when
they were not.

He knew that even if Intimidator got free of the dlip in which it was moored, it would not have a chance to
escape or turn its guns on the abandoned vessels. The packages of explosives concealed inside Intimidator's
hull would break it open like an egg the moment its shields went up and blocked the signal that was safing
the bombs.

Asthe work shuttle neared the receiving dock, Nil Spaar felt no fear, no apprehension. Everything that could
be done had been done, and there was ajoyful inevitability about the fighting to come. He had no doubt
what the outcome would be.

Nil Spaar and the first commando team entered Intimidator through the hatches in Section 17, while his
second, Dar Bille, and the backup team entered through Section 21.

There was no talking. None was necessary. Every member of both teams knew the layout of the ship as well
asany Imperia crewman. They moved through it like ghosts, down corridors closed or cleared by friends on
work devils, through crawlways and up access ladders that appeared on no construction blueprint. In
minutes they had reached the bridge--without ever being challenged, or drawing a weapon, or firing a shot.

But they entered the bridge with weapons drawn, knowing exactly which stations would be occupied, where
the guard suction was, who could sound a shipwide alarm. Nil Spaar shouted out no warnings, made no
theatrical announcement, demanded no surrender. He simply walked briskly across the deck toward the
executive officer, raised his blaster, and burned the officer's face away.

Ashedid, the rest of the team fanned out behind him, each to his own assigned target. Six of Intimidator's
bridge crew were struck down in the first seconds, sitting at their stations, because of the power that rested at
their fingertips. The others, including Commander Paret, quickly ended up facedown on the floor, hands
bound behind them.

Taking the ship was not difficult. Timing the raid to avoid retribution had always been the challenge.

"Signa from the governor's shuttle,” called out a Y evetha commando, slipping into the seat at the
communications station. "The transports are leaving the surface. No trouble reported.”

Nil Spaar nodded approvingly. Acknowledge the signal. Advise the crew that we're moving out to pick up
the garrison. Notify the yard that Intimidator isleaving."

Like a cluster of insects returning to the hive, the flea of Imperial transports rose from N'zoth toward the
great dagger-shaped Star Destroyer. More than twenty thousand citizens of the Empire were crammed into
the insect fleet--soldiers and bureaucrats, technicians and families.

"Open al hangars," said Nil Spaar.

Their destination in sight, the transports slowed and began to align themselves on approach vectors.

"Activate al autotargeting batteries,”" said Nil Spaar.
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There was a collective gasp from the prisoners on the bridge, who were watching the same display screens as
the Y evethan commandos who now occupied their stations.

"You're all cowards," Commander Paret called out to the invaders, his voice bitter with contempt and
anger. A real soldier would never do this. There's no honor in killing the defensel ess.”

Nil Spaar ignored him. "Lock on targets."
"Y ou vicious, pathetic fool. You've already won. How can you justify this?"
"Fire," said Nil Spaar.

The deck plates barely vibrated as the gun batteries erupted and the approaching transports disappeared in
balls of fire and fragments. It did not take long. None escaped. Moments later the cornmunications station
began to scream with shocked and panicked inquiries from al over the ship. There had been many witnesses
to the carnage.

Nil Spaar turned away from the tracking display and crossed the bridge to where Commander Paret lay on
the decking. Grabbing the Imperial officer by the hair, he dragged Paret out of line and rolled him over
roughly with his booted foot. Seizing the front of Paret's tunic with one hand, Nil Spaar lifted him half off
the deck. For along moment he loomed over the officer, looking like atall, vengeful demon with his colt,
black, widely set eyes, the white slash down his nasal ridge, and the deep scarlet-splashed ridges that
furrowed his cheeks and chin.

Then, hissing, the Y evethan made afist with his free hand and cocked it back. A sharp, curving dewclaw
emerged from the swelling at hiswrist.

"You are vermin," Nil Spaar said coldly, and slashed the claw across the Imperial captain'sthroat.

Nil Spaar held on through the commander's death throes, then dropped the body carelessly to the
floor. Turning, he looked down into the pit at the commando who had taken over the communications
station.

"Tell the crew that they are the prisoners of the Y evethan Protectorate and His Glory the viceroy," said Nil
Spaar, wiping his claw on the trouser leg of hisvictim. "Tell them that beginning today, their lives depend
on their being useful to us. And then | wish to speak to the viceroy, and tell him of our triumph."

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Hilda Szymanski:

Spent afree time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to
something different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill
your free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If
you want to attempt look for book, may be the book untitled Shield of Lies (Star Wars: The Black Fleet
Crisis Deries) can be excellent book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.
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Jeffrey Nathanson:

Areyou kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison with can
satisfy your short time to read it because this al time you only find e-book that need more time to be go
through. Shield of Lies (Star Wars. The Black Fleet Crisis Deries) can be your answer given it can be read by
you actually who have those short time problems.

Thelma Scott:

The book untitled Shield of Lies (Star Wars: The Black Fleet Crisis Deries) contain alot of information on
this. The writer explains the girl ideawith easy approach. The language is very easy to understand al the
people, so do not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was published by famous author. The author
provides you in the new age of literary works. Y ou can easily read this book because you can keep reading
your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish
to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site aswell as order it. Have a nice read.

Leroy Mallett:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading areserve. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half areas of the book. Y ou can choose the book Shield of Lies (Star Wars: The Black Fleet
Crisis Deries) to make your current reading is interesting. Y our own skill of reading proficiency is
developing when you including reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle
the opinion about book and reading through especialy. It isto be very first opinion for you to like to open a
book and go through it. Beside that the e-book Shield of Lies (Star Wars: The Black Fleet Crisis Deries) can
to be your brand-new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of these
time.
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