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Reading Poetry offers a comprehensive and accessible guide to the art of reading
poetry. Successive chapters introduce key skills and critical or theoretical issues,
enabling users to read poetry with enjoyment, insight and an awareness of the
implications of what they are doing.

This new edition includes a new chapter on ‘Post-colonial Poetry’, a substantial
increase in the number of end-of-chapter interactive exercises, and a
comprehensive Glossary of poetic terms. Not just an add-on, the Glossary works
as a key resource for the structuring of particular topics in any individual
teaching or learning programme. Many of the exercises and interactive
discussions develop not only the skills of competent close reading but also the
necessary confidence and experience in locating historical and other contextual
information through library or internet searches. The aim is to enhance readers'
literary and scholarly competence – and to make it fun!
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Reading Poetry offers a comprehensive and accessible guide to the art of reading poetry. Successive chapters
introduce key skills and critical or theoretical issues, enabling users to read poetry with enjoyment, insight
and an awareness of the implications of what they are doing.

This new edition includes a new chapter on ‘Post-colonial Poetry’, a substantial increase in the number of
end-of-chapter interactive exercises, and a comprehensive Glossary of poetic terms. Not just an add-on, the
Glossary works as a key resource for the structuring of particular topics in any individual teaching or
learning programme. Many of the exercises and interactive discussions develop not only the skills of
competent close reading but also the necessary confidence and experience in locating historical and other
contextual information through library or internet searches. The aim is to enhance readers' literary and
scholarly competence – and to make it fun!
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Editorial Review

Review

"Reading Poetry stands out from other introductions to poetry in its brilliant combination of practical
guidance and theoretical savvy. Students who use this book will be helped to enjoy and discuss poems,
introduced to some of the major varieties of poetic criticism, and invited to reflect on what makes poetry
important today. Reading Poetry is, in my view, the best introductory book on the study of poetry available.
" - Professor Derek Attridge, Universityof York

From the Publisher
Reading Poetry provides an introduction to the ideas and techniques that can help students produce informed
and exciting readings of poetry. Many readers will have already acquired the basis for self-conscious and
self-critical reading strategies through their everyday responses to popular culture. This innovative new
textbook will help develop these strategies and interpretive skills by recognizing and explaining the open and
multi- dimensional qualities of the poetic text. At the same time, Reading Poetry is theoretically informed
and up-to-date, taking into account the wealth of theoretical speculation about poetry, and literature in
general, the twentieth century has produced. A wide spectrum of examples has been included, ranging from
fifteenth-century lyrics and ballads to contemporary poetry from all over the English-speaking world.

From the Back Cover

“Reading Poetry stands out from other introductions to poetry in its brilliant combination of practical
guidance and theoretical savvy. Students who use this book will be helped to enjoy and discuss poems,
introduced to some of the major varieties of poetic criticism, and invited to reflect on what makes poetry
important today.”

Professor Derek Attridge,  University  of  York 

Reading Poetry is a comprehensive, accessible and extremely effective guide to the arts of reading,
analysing and enjoying poetry. From the opening chapter, which examines assumptions about what poetry
might be, successive chapters map a path that takes the reader from the basics of simple appreciation to an
understanding of the often complex theoretical and historical contexts that enrich any appreciation of poetry.

While emphasising the importance of close textual analysis – or reading in slow motion – the authors clearly
demonstrate how an understanding of form, language and context can combine to produce sophisticated and
original responses to all types of poetry.

The second edition of this best-selling book includes a number of developments that make it more user-
friendly for the individual reader and more suitable as a stand-alone textbook for university courses in
poetry. The poetic examples have been increased to 150, ranging from the 14th to the 21st century, and clear
guidance is provided on further reading in footnotes and an expanded bibliography. This edition includes a
new chapter on Post-Colonial Poetry, a substantial increase in the number of end-of-chapter exercises, and a
comprehensive Glossary of Poetic Terms. The aim of the book is preserved from that of the first edition,
namely to enhance readers’ literary and scholarly competence, and to restore enjoyment to the reading of
poetry.
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Tom Furniss is Senior Lecturer in English Studies at the Universityof Strathclyde in Glasgow, where he has
spent nearly twenty years teaching poetry, literary theory and Romanticism. Michael Bath taught English
literature for more than 30 years at the University of Strathclyde, where his research interests centred on
relations between literature and the visual arts, emblems and iconology. 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Walter Berry:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Reading Poetry: An Introduction.

James Mendoza:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get
wide range of stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we
will say absolutely of course. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we ask again, what kind of
activity have you got when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then
do you try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, typically
the book you have read is definitely Reading Poetry: An Introduction.

Jose Wilson:

The book untitled Reading Poetry: An Introduction contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer
explains her idea with easy way. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do certainly not
worry, you can easy to read it. The book was written by famous author. The author gives you in the new era
of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or
program, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the
e-book, you can open up their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice examine.

Leon Santiago:

Beside this Reading Poetry: An Introduction in your phone, it might give you a way to get more close to the
new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from the oven so
don't always be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Reading
Poetry: An Introduction because this book offers to you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book
but you rarely get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in the hand. The
Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss
this? Find this book and read it from currently!
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