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A true crime thriller -- the first book for teens to tell the nearly unknown tale of
the brazen attempt to steal Abraham Lincoln's body!

The action begins in October of 1875, as Secret Service agents raid the Fulton,
Illinois, workshop of master counterfeiter Ben Boyd. Soon after Boyd is hauled
off to prison, members of his counterfeiting ring gather in the back room of a
smoky Chicago saloon to discuss how to spring their ringleader. Their plan: grab
Lincoln's body from its Springfield tomb, stash it in the sand dunes near Lake
Michigan, and demand, as a ransom, the release of Ben Boyd --and $200,000 in
cash. From here, the action alternates between the conspirators, the Secret
Service agents on their trail, and the undercover agent moving back and forth
between the two groups. Along the way readers get glimpses into the inner
workings of counterfeiting, grave robbing, detective work, and the early days of
the Secret Service. The plot moves toward a wild climax as robbers and lawmen
converge at Lincoln's tomb on election night: November 7, 1876.
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A true crime thriller -- the first book for teens to tell the nearly unknown tale of the brazen attempt to steal
Abraham Lincoln's body!

The action begins in October of 1875, as Secret Service agents raid the Fulton, Illinois, workshop of master
counterfeiter Ben Boyd. Soon after Boyd is hauled off to prison, members of his counterfeiting ring gather in
the back room of a smoky Chicago saloon to discuss how to spring their ringleader. Their plan: grab
Lincoln's body from its Springfield tomb, stash it in the sand dunes near Lake Michigan, and demand, as a
ransom, the release of Ben Boyd --and $200,000 in cash. From here, the action alternates between the
conspirators, the Secret Service agents on their trail, and the undercover agent moving back and forth
between the two groups. Along the way readers get glimpses into the inner workings of counterfeiting, grave
robbing, detective work, and the early days of the Secret Service. The plot moves toward a wild climax as
robbers and lawmen converge at Lincoln's tomb on election night: November 7, 1876.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Gr 5-9-Lively dialogue and a fascinating narrative make this an entertaining read. A true-crime thriller set in
1876, the story involves Secret Service agents on the trail of counterfeiters who hoped to spring their leader
from jail by holding the body of President Abraham Lincoln for ransom. The men involved included "Big
Jim" Kennally, the mastermind behind the plot; Terrence Mullen; and Benjamin Boyd. Among the lawmen
are James Brooks, chief of the Secret Service, and agents Patrick Tyrrell and Elmer Washburn. The account
of the body-snatching plot is interwoven with the presidential election of 1876 between candidates
Rutherford B. Hayes and Samuel Tilden. There is also information about Mary Todd Lincoln and her son,
Robert, who was a prominent Chicago attorney at the time. Readers also learn about the workings of the
association in Springfield that operated the Lincoln Tomb. The book includes a glossary of phrases used in
the dialogue. Readers will be entertained by the animated writing style, which creates a real page-turner, and
learn history at the same time. An essential addition for all collections.-Patricia Ann Owens, Illinois Eastern
Community Collegesα(c) Copyright 2011. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media
Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

From Booklist
With a title uniting two highly popular topics—Abraham Lincoln and ghoulish crime—this is sure to pique
the interest of many readers, and Sheinkin’s gripping narrative will hold them to the thrilling climax. In
1876, a group of Chicago counterfeiters hatched a half-baked plan to remove President Lincoln’s corpse
from its resting place near Springfield, Illinois, and hold it for ransom. Although there was minimum security
at the grave site and little to prevent the thieves from carrying out their dastardly scheme, the fledgling Secret
Service was onto them (more for their counterfeit operations than their grave-robbing conspiracy), and their
plans were foiled in the nick of time. While describing this small episode, Sheinkin weaves in information
about the formation of the Secret Service, the history of counterfeit operations, presidential campaigns and
elections, and much more. Excellent pacing within an appealing format. Photo elements were not available
for review. Grades 5-8. --Randall Enos

Review

This meticulous and tremendously suspenseful account of the attempted heist of Abraham Lincoln’s body in
1876 reads like a smartly cast fictional crime thriller, with a skillful buildup of tension and sharp character
portrayals. Sheinkin (Bomb) lays the groundwork for the plot by delving into the history of counterfeiting, a
booming business during and after the Civil War (“By 1864, an astounding 50 percent of the paper money in
circulation was fake”). James Kennally, leader of one of the largest counterfeiting rings in the Midwest,
masterminded the plot to steal the late president’s body from the Lincoln Monument, outside Springfield, Ill.
His intent was to ransom the purloined corpse, hitting up the government for a tidy sum of money and the
freedom of his jailed, top-notch engraver. Perhaps the most dynamic player is Lewis Swegles, a shrewd
career criminal who juggled double roles as Secret Service informer and alleged conspirator. Sheinkin’s
study of Swegles’s thought process and machinations intensifies the drama of the final showdown between
the would-be robbers and government officials. A sizzling tale of real-life historical intrigue.
- Publishers Weekly starred review

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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Martin Adams:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book Lincoln's Grave Robbers will make you
to become smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about almost everything.
But some of you think which open or reading a book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they
might be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suitable book with you?

Joseph Williams:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get lot of
stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the particular book you
have read is actually Lincoln's Grave Robbers.

Marguerite Boutte:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Lincoln's Grave Robbers, you
could enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is
it? Oh occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Kelly Blow:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying Lincoln's Grave Robbers that give
your satisfaction preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading routine all over the world
can be said as the way for people to know world considerably better then how they react towards the world.
It can't be stated constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to
become success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as your good habit, you could pick
Lincoln's Grave Robbers become your own starter.
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