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In this ground-breaking study, Rachel Elior offers a comprehensive theory of the
crystallization of the early stages of the mystical tradition in Judaism based on
the numerous ancient scrolls and manuscripts published in the last few decades.
Her wide-ranging research, scrupulously documented, enables her to demonstrate
an uninterrupted line linking the priestly traditions of the Temple, the mystical
liturgical literature found in the Qumran caves and associated directly and
indirectly with the Merkavah tradition of around the second and first centuries
BCE, and the mystical works of the second to fifth centuries CE known as
Heikhalot literature. The key factor linking all these texts, according to Professor
Elior'stheory, isthat many of those who wrote them were members of the
priestly classes. Prevented from being able to perform the rituals of sacred
service in the Temple as ordained in the biblical tradition, they channelled their
religious impetus in other directionsto create a new spiritual focus. The mystical
tradition they developed centred first on a heavenly Chariot Throne known as the
Merkavah, and later on heavenly sanctuaries known as Heikhalot.

In thisway the priestly class developed an alternative focus for spirituality, based
on a supertemporal liturgical and ritual relationship with ministering angelsin the
supernal sanctuaries. This came to embrace an entire mystical world devoted to
sustaining religious liturgical tradition and ritual memory in the absence of the
Temple. Thislyrical investigation of the origins and workings of this supernal
world is sure to become a standard work in the study of early Jewish mysticism.
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In this ground-breaking study, Rachel Elior offers a comprehensive theory of the crystallization of the early
stages of the mystical tradition in Judaism based on the numerous ancient scrolls and manuscripts published
in the last few decades. Her wide-ranging research, scrupulously documented, enables her to demonstrate an
uninterrupted line linking the priestly traditions of the Temple, the mystical liturgical literature found in the
Qumran caves and associated directly and indirectly with the Merkavah tradition of around the second and
first centuries BCE, and the mystical works of the second to fifth centuries CE known as Heikhalot literature.
The key factor linking all these texts, according to Professor Elior's theory, isthat many of those who wrote
them were members of the priestly classes. Prevented from being able to perform the rituals of sacred service
in the Temple as ordained in the biblical tradition, they channelled their religious impetus in other directions
to create anew spiritual focus. The mystical tradition they developed centred first on a heavenly Chariot
Throne known as the Merkavah, and later on heavenly sanctuaries known as Heikhal ot.

In thisway the priestly class developed an aternative focus for spirituality, based on a supertemporal
liturgical and ritual relationship with ministering angels in the supernal sanctuaries. This came to embrace an
entire mystical world devoted to sustaining religious liturgical tradition and ritual memory in the absence of
the Temple. Thislyrical investigation of the origins and workings of this supernal world is sure to become a
standard work in the study of early Jewish mysticism.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Rachel Elior's broad historical perspective on mysticism and the writers of the Dead Sea Scrolls demands
that the reader grapple anew with the essence of Jewish tradition.” -- Joseph Dan, Haaretz

About the Author

Rachel Elior is John and Golda Cohen Professor of Jewish Philosophy and Jewish Mystical Thought at the
Hebrew University of Jerusalem. She has been aresearch fellow and visiting professor at University College
London, the University of Amsterdam, Oberlin College, the University of Michigan at Ann Arbor, the
Oxford Centre for Hebrew and Jewish Studies, Case Western University, Y eshiva University, Tokyo
University, and Princeton University. Sheis the author of numerous works on Jewish mysticism and
hasidism, two of which are also published by the Littman Library: The Mystical Origins of Hasidism (2006),
and Jewish Mysticism: The Infinite Expression of Freedom (2007). The recipient of many honours, she was
awarded the 2006 Gershom Scholem Prize for the Study of Kabbalah and Jewish Mysticism by the Israel
Academy of Sciences and Humanities.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Christi Ross:

With other case, little individuals like to read book Three Temples: On the Emergence of Jewish Mysticism
(Littman Library of Jewish Civilization). Y ou can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Given
that we know about how isimportant any book Three Temples: On the Emergence of Jewish Mysticism
(Littman Library of Jewish Civilization). Y ou can add understanding and of course you can around the world
by just abook. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can learn everything! From your country till
foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple matter until wonderful thing it is possible to
know that. In this era, we can open abook as well as searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. Y ou can
use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

Robert Pinkerton:

The book Three Temples: On the Emergence of Jewish Mysticism (Littman Library of Jewish Civilization)
can give more knowledge and al so the precise product information about everything you want. So why must
we |leave the great thing like a book Three Temples: On the Emergence of Jewish Mysticism (Littman
Library of Jewish Civilization)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about book. But one aim this
book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge
or information that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you may share al of these. Book
Three Temples: On the Emergence of Jewish Mysticism (Littman Library of Jewish Civilization) has simple
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shape however you know: it has great and big function for you. Y ou can look the enormous world by open
up and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Eric Freeman:

This Three Temples: On the Emergence of Jewish Mysticism (Littman Library of Jewish Civilization)
usually are reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The reason why of this Three
Temples: On the Emergence of Jewish Mysticism (Littman Library of Jewish Civilization) can be among the
great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you with
information that probably will shock your prior knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it all
over the place and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Three Temples: On
the Emergence of Jewish Mysticism (Littman Library of Jewish Civilization) giving you an enormous of
experience including rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that could it useful in your day
exercise. S0, let's haveit and revel in reading.

Eric Bittinger:

Don't beworry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could
haveit in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This Three Temples: On the Emergence of Jewish
Mysticism (Littman Library of Jewish Civilization) can give you alot of friends because by you taking a
look at this one book you have issue that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This
particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you information that perhaps your
friend doesn't know, by knowing more than additional make you to be great men and women. So , why
hesitate? Let us have Three Temples. On the Emergence of Jewish Mysticism (Littman Library of Jewish
Civilization).

Download and Read Online Three Temples. On the Emer gence of
Jewish Mysticism (Littman Library of Jewish Civilization) By
Rachel Elior #YJ3TEISHZUX

PDF File: Three Temples: On The Emergence Of Jewish Mysticism (Littman Library Of Jewish Civilization) 5



Read and Download Ebook Three Temples: On The Emergence Of Jewish Mysticism (Littman Library Of Jewish Civilization) PDF Public Ebook Library

Read Three Temples. On the Emergence of Jewish Mysticism
(Littman Library of Jewish Civilization) By Rachel Elior for online
ebook

Three Temples: On the Emergence of Jewish Mysticism (Littman Library of Jewish Civilization) By Rachel
Elior Free PDF dOwnlOad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online
books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks
to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read Three Temples: On the Emergence of Jewish Mysticism
(Littman Library of Jewish Civilization) By Rachel Elior books to read online.

Online Three Temples. On the Emergence of Jewish Mysticism (Littman Library of
Jewish Civilization) By Rachel Elior ebook PDF download

Three Temples: On the Emergence of Jewish Mysticism (Littman Library of Jewish Civilization) By
Rachel Elior Doc

Three Temples: On the Emergence of Jewish Mysticism (Littman Library of Jewish Civilization) By Rachel Elior
M obipocket

Three Temples: On the Emergence of Jewish Mysticism (Littman Library of Jewish Civilization) By Rachel Elior EPub

PDF File: Three Temples: On The Emergence Of Jewish Mysticism (Littman Library Of Jewish Civilization) 6



