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In 1580, Michel de Montaigne (1533-1592) published a book unique by itstitle
and its content: Essays'R. A literary genre was born. At first sight, the Essays
resemble a patchwork of personal reflections, but they engage with questions that
animate the human mind, and tend toward asingle goal: to live better in the
present and to prepare for death. For this reason, Montaigne's thought and
writings have been a subject of enduring interest across disciplines. This
Handbook brings together essays by prominent scholars that examine
Montaigne's literary, philosophical, and political contributions, and assess his
legacy and relevance today in aglobal perspective.

The chapters of this Handbook offer a sweeping study of Montaigne across
different disciplines and in aglobal perspective. One section covers the historical
Montaigne, situating his thought in his own time and space, notably the Wars of
Religion in France. The palitical, historical and religious context of Montaigne's
Essays requires a rigorous presentation to inform the modern reader of the issues
and problems that confronted Montaigne and his contemporariesin his own time.

In addition to this contextual approach to Montaigne, the Handbook also
establishes a connection between Montaigne's writings and issues and problems
directly relevant to our modern times, that is to say, our age of global ideology.
Montaigne's considerations, or essays, offer a point of departure for the modern
reader's own assessments. The Essays analyze what can be broadly defined as
human nature, the endless process by which the individual triesto impose
opinions upon others through the production of laws, policies or philosophies.
Montaigne's motto -- "What do | know?" -- isasimple question yet one of
perennia significance. One could argue that reading Montaigne today teaches us
that the angle defines the world we see, or, as Montaigne wrote: "What mattersis
not merely that we see the thing, but how we seeiit."
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In 1580, Michel de Montaigne (1533-1592) published a book unique by itstitle and its content: Essays'R. A
literary genre was born. At first sight, the Essays resemble a patchwork of personal reflections, but they
engage with questions that animate the human mind, and tend toward a single goal: to live better in the
present and to prepare for death. For this reason, Montaigne's thought and writings have been a subject of
enduring interest across disciplines. This Handbook brings together essays by prominent scholars that
examine Montaigne's literary, philosophical, and political contributions, and assess his legacy and relevance
today in aglobal perspective.

The chapters of this Handbook offer a sweeping study of Montaigne across different disciplinesand in a
global perspective. One section covers the historical Montaigne, situating his thought in his own time and
space, notably the Wars of Religion in France. The political, historical and religious context of Montaigne's
Essays requires a rigorous presentation to inform the modern reader of the issues and problems that
confronted Montaigne and his contemporariesin his own time.

In addition to this contextual approach to Montaigne, the Handbook also establishes a connection between
Montaigne's writings and issues and problems directly relevant to our modern times, that is to say, our age of
global ideology. Montaigne's considerations, or essays, offer apoint of departure for the modern reader's
own assessments. The Essays analyze what can be broadly defined as human nature, the endless process by
which theindividual tries to impose opinions upon others through the production of laws, policies or
philosophies. Montaigne's motto -- "What do | know?' -- is a simple question yet one of perennial
significance. One could argue that reading Montaigne today teaches us that the angle defines the world we
see, or, as Montaigne wrote: "What matters is not merely that we see the thing, but how we seeit."
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Philippe Desan is Howard L. Willett Professor of French Literature and History of Culture at the University
of Chicago. Among his most recent books are Montaigne: A Life (Princeton University Press, 2016),
Bibliotheca Desaniana: Catalogue Montaigne (Classiques Garnier, 2011), and Montaigne: Lesformes du
monde et de |'esprit (Presses de I'Université Paris-Sorbonne, 2008). He edited the Essays of 1582 (2005), the
Bordeaux Copy of the Essays (2002), and Montaigne's Travel Journal (2014), and isthe general editor of
Montaigne Sudies.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Patricia Thomas:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitabl e activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book igible The Oxford
Handbook of Montaigne (Oxford Handbooks)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. Y ou aready know
beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree
with it is opinion or you have some other opinion?

Glen Thomas:

Here thing why this particular The Oxford Handbook of Montaigne (Oxford Handbooks) are different and
trustworthy to be yours. First of al reading through a book is good however it dependsin the content from it
which isthe content is as delicious as food or not. The Oxford Handbook of Montaigne (Oxford Handbooks)
giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no guide that
similar with The Oxford Handbook of Montaigne (Oxford Handbooks). It gives you thrill studying journey,
its open up your eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around
you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your approach home by train. When you are
having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of The Oxford Handbook of Montaigne
(Oxford Handbooks) in e-book can be your aternate.

Anna Brooks:

This The Oxford Handbook of Montaigne (Oxford Handbooks) usually are reliable for you who want to
become a successful person, why. The explanation of this The Oxford Handbook of Montaigne (Oxford
Handbooks) can be on the list of great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple
examining food but feed you with information that probably will shock your previous knowledge. This book
isusualy handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed
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people. Beside that this The Oxford Handbook of Montaigne (Oxford Handbooks) giving you an enormous
of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we know it useful in your
day task. S0, let's have it appreciate reading.

M ar sha Gleason:

This The Oxford Handbook of Montaigne (Oxford Handbooks) is great book for you because the content
that is certainly full of information for you who have always deal with world and still have to make decision
every minute. This book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can state no rambling
sentencesinsideit. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides you with straight forward sentences but challenging core information with beautiful delivering
sentences. Having The Oxford Handbook of Montaigne (Oxford Handbooks) in your hand like keeping the
world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no book that offer you world within
ten or fifteen small right but this e-book already do that. So , thisis certainly good reading book. Hi Mr. and
Mrs. hectic do you till doubt in which?
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