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In the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, American authors pioneered a
mode of musical writing that quite literally resounded beyond the printed page.
Novels gained soundtracks, poetry compelled its audiences to sing, and the
ostensibly silent act of reading became anything but. The Great American
Songbooks is the story of thisliterature, at once an overview of musical and
authoria practice at the century's turn, an investigation into the sensory
dimensions of reading, and a meditation on the effects that the popular arts have
had on literary modernism. The writings of John Dos Passos, Theodore Dreiser,
T.S. Eliot, F. Scott Fitzgerald, Langston Hughes, Jean Toomer, and Walt
Whitman are heard in a new key; the performers and tunesmiths who inspired
them have their stories told; and the music of the past, long out of print and
fashion, is recapitulated and made availablein digital form.

A work of criticism situated at the crossroads of literary analysis, musicology,
and cultural history, The Great American Songbooks demonstrates the
importance of studying fiction and poetry from interdisciplinary perspectives,
and it suggests new avenues for research in the dawning age of the digital
humanities.
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In the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, American authors pioneered a mode of musical writing
that quite literally resounded beyond the printed page. Novels gained soundtracks, poetry compelled its
audiences to sing, and the ostensibly silent act of reading became anything but. The Great American
Songbooks isthe story of this literature, at once an overview of musical and authorial practice at the century's
turn, an investigation into the sensory dimensions of reading, and a meditation on the effects that the popular
arts have had on literary modernism. The writings of John Dos Passos, Theodore Dreiser, T.S. Eliot, F. Scott
Fitzgerald, Langston Hughes, Jean Toomer, and Walt Whitman are heard in a new key; the performers and
tunesmiths who inspired them have their stories told; and the music of the past, long out of print and fashion,
is recapitulated and made available in digital form.

A work of criticism situated at the crossroads of literary analysis, musicology, and cultural history, The
Great American Songbooks demonstrates the importance of studying fiction and poetry from
interdisciplinary perspectives, and it suggests new avenues for research in the dawning age of the digital
humanities.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Graham offers atextured literary history of the blues's circulation from popular song and through poetry."
--American Literature

"The Great American Songbooks encourages literary scholars to enrich their readings of nineteenth and
twentieth century literary texts with a much-needed attention to music, and Graham's own efforts to do so
reveal aremarkable and productive interdependence between literature and popular culture.” --Twentieth-
Century Literature

"Graham shows how the music can be revived and with it another way of understanding the literature.”" --The
Times Literary Supplement

"[This book] revives an important debate about the cultural value of musical modernism, and offersits
readers not only adistinctive thesis, but a distinctive soundtrack to accompany its deft articulation.”--Will
May, Journal of American Studies

"This valuable interdisciplinary book includes an online audio guide...Recommended.” --CHOICE

"In this guide to the uncanny phonic instincts of American writers, Graham tunesinto aliterary jukebox
purring alongside the more familiar songbooks of popular culture. Ranging from Eliot's 'jazz banjorine' and
Fitzgerald's stage-lit prose to the Harlem Renaissance, The Great American Songbooks is afittingly
streamlined showcase for the musical playlist of American modernism.” --Jed Rasula, University of Georgia

"A lively addition to work on music-literature relations, T. Austin Graham's The Great American Songbooks
makes legible the soundtracks of canonical American writing, from the operatic airs of Leaves of Grassto
the Broadway revues of Manhattan Transfer and beyond. This accessible synthesis should prove engaging to
awide audience, especially scholars of modernism, sound studies, and American culture in the era of its
mechanical reproduction.” --John Picker, Massachusetts I nstitute of Technology
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T. Austin Graham is Assistant Professor of English and Comparative Literature at Columbia University.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Martin Sanchez:

Reading a guide can be one of alot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are alot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading areserve will give you alot of new
information. When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of several
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story
how the people do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this The
Great American Songbooks: Musical Texts, Modernism, and the Value of Popular Culture (Modernist
Literature and Culture), you can tells your family, friends along with soon about yours book. Y our
knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a publication.

Arthur Poulsen:

Areyou kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book compared
to can satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more time to be go
through. The Great American Songbooks. Musical Texts, Modernism, and the Value of Popular Culture
(Modernist Literature and Culture) can be your answer because it can be read by anyone who have those
short free time problems.

Robert Dunham:

This The Great American Songbooks: Musical Texts, Modernism, and the Value of Popular Culture
(Modernist Literature and Culture) is brand-new way for you who has interest to look for some information
mainly because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you
know or perhaps you who still having little digest in reading this The Great American Songbooks: Musical
Texts, Modernism, and the Value of Popular Culture (Modernist Literature and Culture) can be the light food
for yourself because the information inside this book is easy to get smply by anyone. These books build
itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, that's why | mean in the e-book application form. People
who think that in guide form make them feel tired even dizzy this book is the answer. So you cannot find any
in reading a guide especially this one. Y ou can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an
individual. So, don't misstheideal Just read this e-book type for your better life and also knowledge.

LidiaMegjia:

Do you like reading areserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but novel and The Great American Songbooks: Musical Texts,
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Modernism, and the Value of Popular Culture (Modernist Literature and Culture) or maybe others sources
were given information for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel want to read more
and more. Science book was created for teacher or students especially. Those books are helping them to add
their knowledge. In some other case, beside science publication, any other book likes The Great American
Songbooks: Musical Texts, Modernism, and the Value of Popular Culture (Modernist Literature and Culture)
to make your spare time alot more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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