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During the fifth and sixth centuries A.D. there arose on the Euphrates frontier,
between the empires of Rome and Iran, a city girded with glittering gypsum
walls. Within these walls stood a great church, a shrine for the relics of Saint
Sergius, who was martyred there, at Rusafa, in the early fourth century. Around
Rusafa stretched the "Barbarian Plain," inhabited by Rome's Arab allies, many of
whom revered the saint. Elizabeth Key Fowden examines the rise of the cult of
Sergius in late antiquity, drawing on literary accounts, inscriptions, archaeology,
images, and the landscape itself to construct a many-faceted picture of the role of
religion in this frontier society. Focusing on the socio-cultural as well as the
political dimensions of the Sergius cult, her study sheds light on the lives of the
ordinary faithful, as well as on religion's place in the strategic calculations of
hostile empires.

Beginning with a detailed analysis of the surviving accounts of the martyrdom of
Sergius, Fowden provides a discussion of Syrian Rusafa-Sergiopolis, traces the
spread of the Sergius cult in Syria and Mesopotamia, and provides a provocative
interpretation of the relation between the saint's presence at Rusafa and his role in
frontier defense. She also discusses Arab Christianity in the context of late
Roman culture in the East, as well as the continuation of the Sergius tradition
after the Muslim conquest, emphasizing the changes and continuities brought by
the rise of Islam.
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During the fifth and sixth centuries A.D. there arose on the Euphrates frontier, between the empires of Rome
and Iran, a city girded with glittering gypsum walls. Within these walls stood a great church, a shrine for the
relics of Saint Sergius, who was martyred there, at Rusafa, in the early fourth century. Around Rusafa
stretched the "Barbarian Plain," inhabited by Rome's Arab allies, many of whom revered the saint. Elizabeth
Key Fowden examines the rise of the cult of Sergius in late antiquity, drawing on literary accounts,
inscriptions, archaeology, images, and the landscape itself to construct a many-faceted picture of the role of
religion in this frontier society. Focusing on the socio-cultural as well as the political dimensions of the
Sergius cult, her study sheds light on the lives of the ordinary faithful, as well as on religion's place in the
strategic calculations of hostile empires.

Beginning with a detailed analysis of the surviving accounts of the martyrdom of Sergius, Fowden provides a
discussion of Syrian Rusafa-Sergiopolis, traces the spread of the Sergius cult in Syria and Mesopotamia, and
provides a provocative interpretation of the relation between the saint's presence at Rusafa and his role in
frontier defense. She also discusses Arab Christianity in the context of late Roman culture in the East, as well
as the continuation of the Sergius tradition after the Muslim conquest, emphasizing the changes and
continuities brought by the rise of Islam.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kathie Richmond:

The book The Barbarian Plain: Saint Sergius between Rome and Iran (Transformation of the Classical
Heritage) will bring that you the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to describe the idea
is very unique. Should you try to find new book you just read, this book very ideal to you. The book The
Barbarian Plain: Saint Sergius between Rome and Iran (Transformation of the Classical Heritage) is much
recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quicker to
read the book.

Kelley Hardy:

The e-book untitled The Barbarian Plain: Saint Sergius between Rome and Iran (Transformation of the
Classical Heritage) is the reserve that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the
publication content that will be shown to an individual. The language that author use to explained their ideas
are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of analysis when write the book, therefore the
information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of The Barbarian
Plain: Saint Sergius between Rome and Iran (Transformation of the Classical Heritage) from the publisher to
make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Joel Padilla:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or to
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or real their
passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see colorful photos
on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this period of
time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore ,
this The Barbarian Plain: Saint Sergius between Rome and Iran (Transformation of the Classical Heritage)
can make you feel more interested to read.

Irma Lovern:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from your book. Book is written or printed or created from each source which filled update of
news. With this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
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social just like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just looking for the The Barbarian Plain: Saint Sergius between Rome and Iran (Transformation of the
Classical Heritage) when you desired it?
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