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At long lagt, thefirst serious biography of entertainment legend Lena Horne
-- the celebrated star of film, stage, and music who became one of thefirst
African-American icons.

At the 2001 Academy Awards, Halle Berry thanked Lena Horne for paving the
way for her to become the first black recipient of a Best Actress Oscar. Though
limited, mostly to guest singing appearances in splashy Hollywood musicals, "the
beautiful LenaHorne," as she was often called, became a pioneering star for
African Americansin the 1940s and fifties. Now James Gavin, author of Deep in
a Dream: The Long Night of Chet Baker, draws on awealth of unmined material
and hundreds of interviews -- one of them with Horne herself -- to give usthe
defining portrait of an American icon.

Gavin has gotten closer than any other writer to the celebrity who haslived in
reclusion since 1998. Incorporating insights from the likes of Ruby Dee, Tony
Bennett, Diahann Carroll, Arthur Laurents, and several of Horne's fellow
chorines from Harlem's Cotton Club, Stormy Weather offers afascinating portrait
of acomplex, even tragic Horne -- a stunning talent who inspired such giants of
showbiz as Barbra Streisand, Eartha Kitt, and Aretha Franklin, but whose
frustrations with racism, and with tumultuous, root-less childhood, left wounds
too deep to heal. The woman who emerged was as angry as she was luminous.

From the Cotton Club's glory days and the back lots of Hollywood's biggest
studios to the glitzy but bigoted hotels of Las Vegas's heyday, this behind-the-
scenes look at an American icon is as much a story of the limits of the American
dream asit is a masterful, ground-breaking biography.
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At long last, thefirst serious biography of entertainment legend Lena Horne -- the celebrated star of
film, stage, and music who became one of thefirst African-American icons.

At the 2001 Academy Awards, Halle Berry thanked Lena Horne for paving the way for her to become the
first black recipient of a Best Actress Oscar. Though limited, mostly to guest singing appearances in splashy
Hollywood musicals, "the beautiful Lena Horne," as she was often called, became a pioneering star for
African Americansin the 1940s and fifties. Now James Gavin, author of Deep in a Dream: The Long Night
of Chet Baker, draws on awealth of unmined material and hundreds of interviews -- one of them with Horne
herself -- to give usthe defining portrait of an American icon.

Gavin has gotten closer than any other writer to the celebrity who haslived in reclusion since 1998.
Incorporating insights from the likes of Ruby Dee, Tony Bennett, Diahann Carroll, Arthur Laurents, and
several of Horne's fellow chorines from Harlem's Cotton Club, Slormy Weather offers afascinating portrait
of acomplex, even tragic Horne -- a stunning talent who inspired such giants of showbiz as Barbra Streisand,
Eartha Kitt, and Aretha Franklin, but whose frustrations with racism, and with tumultuous, root-less
childhood, left wounds too deep to heal. The woman who emerged was as angry as she was luminous.

From the Cotton Club's glory days and the back lots of Hollywood's biggest studios to the glitzy but bigoted
hotels of Las Vegas's heyday, this behind-the-scenes look at an American icon is as much a story of the
limits of the American dream as it is a masterful, ground-breaking biography.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

The clouds rarely lift in this grim, perceptive biography of HollywoodOs first African-American screen
siren. Gavin (Deep in a Dream: The Long Night of Chet Baker) makes clear that much of HorneOs perpetual
frustration stemmed from the racism black entertainers faced in the pre—civil rights era. MGM glamorized
her as adarker version of its white starlets, but gave her small roles and singing cameos that Southern
theaters could conveniently excise. As a cabaret chanteuse and V egas headliner, she battled segregated
nightclubs that let her sing to, but not drink with, white customers, and racial attitudes tainted her

rel ationships with black audiences and with her white husband and lovers. Still, HorneOs failures and
heartaches seem largely determined by her talent and character. Her movie career, Gavin contends, fizzled
more because of limited acting ability than studio perfidy, while a chaotic childhood left her a nasty woman
ready to freeze people into oblivion. Indeed, her unhappiness shaped a successful stage persona—a cross
between a cobra and a panther devouring her prey—that infused romantic lyrics with scornful irony. As
Horne grows from joyless toddler to chilly, bitter diva, GavinOs clear-eyed account makes her the author of
her life, and her pain. Photos. (June)

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
“EVENTFUL AND SUSPENSEFUL. ... A THOROUGH AND FLUENT BIOGRAPHY.” —THE NEW
YORK TIMES BOOK REVIEW

“MAGNIFICENT, GRIPPING, MARVELOUSLY WRITTEN . .. [IT] MAY JUST BE ONE OF THE
BEST BIOGRAPHIES ABOUT SHOW BUSINESS, RACE, LOVE, SEX, AND MUSIC EVER
WRITTEN.” —LIZ SMITH, VARIETY

“A FASCINATING STUDY OF A COMPLICATED WOMAN AND THE
COMPLICATED TIMES THAT SHAPED HER.” —USA TODAY

“IN GAVIN'S CAPABLE HANDS, LENA HORNE'S STORY ISBOTH UNIQUELY HER OWN AND
AN INTEGRAL PART OF A LARGER CULTURAL JOURNEY.” —SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE

“SYMPATHETIC AND TOUGH.” —THE NEW Y ORKER

About the Author

James Gavin has written about some of the most significant black musical figures of our time, including
Nina Simone, Harry Belafonte, and Miriam Makeba. His 300+ CD liner note essays include Grammy-
nominated article for the box set Ella Fitzgerald - The Legendary Decca Recordings. He is the author of
Deep in a Dream: The Long Night of Chet Baker and Intimate Nights: The Golden Age of New York Cabaret.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

PDF File: Stormy Weather: TheLife Of LenaHorne 3



Read and Download Ebook Stormy Weather: The Life Of Lena Horne PDF Public Ebook Library

Deborah Anderson:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name Stormy
Weather: The Life of Lena Horne suitable to you? The actual book was written by well known writer in this
era. The book untitled Stormy Weather: The Life of Lena Horneis the main of several books which everyone
read now. This specific book was inspired alot of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will
enter the new way of measuring that you ever know just before. The author explained their strategy in the
simple way, therefore al of people can easily to recognise the core of this publication. This book will give
you alots of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Debra Yarbrough:

Reading a guide tends to be new life stylein this era globalization. With looking at you can get alot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in thisworld can easily share
their idea. Guides can also inspire alot of people. Lots of author can inspire all their reader with their story
or their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But aso they write about the knowledge
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some study before they write for their book. One of them isthis
Stormy Weather: The Life of LenaHorne.

Brenda Rodriguez:

Beside thiskind of Stormy Weather: The Life of LenaHorne in your phone, it can give you away to get
closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you might got hereis fresh from
the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have
Stormy Weather: The Life of Lena Horne because this book offers for you readable information. Do you
often have book but you do not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have
this with your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to missit? Find this book and read it from today!

Frances Pierce:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could haveit in
e-book way, more ssmple and reachable. This Stormy Weather: The Life of LenaHorne can give you alot of
buddies because by you taking alook at this one book you have thing that they don't and make you actually
more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication
offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than other make you to be
great individuals. So , why hesitate? We should have Stormy Weather: The Life of LenaHorne.
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