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Radical Sisters is a fresh exploration of the ways that 1960s political movements
shaped local, grassroots feminism in Washington, D.C. Rejecting notions of a
universal sisterhood, Anne M. Valk argues that activists periodically worked to
bridge differences for the sake of improving women's plight, even while
maintaining distinct political bases. Washington, D.C. is a critical site for
studying the dynamics of the feminist movement, not only for its strategic
location vis-a-vis the federal government but because in 1970 over seventy
percent of the city's population was African American. While most
historiography on the subject tends to portray the feminist movement as deeply
divided over issues of race, Valk presents a more nuanced account, showing
feminists of various backgrounds both coming together to promote a notion of
"sisterhood" and being deeply divided along the lines of class, race, and
sexuality. In exploring women's unity (or lack thereof) in the liberation
movement, Valk shows how African American women activists, who were
primarily focused on racial and economic justice, influenced and provided
important opposition to the organizational activities of white women.

Going beyond self-identified Washington feminists to include critics, outsiders,
occasional supporters, and those supportive of the movement but not directly
affiliated with it, Valk documents interactions between groups working against
sexism, racism, and poverty. Radical Sisters uncovers the fruitful, but often
divisive, connections between movements for urban change, welfare rights,
reproductive control, and black liberation, while detailing their impact on the
ideas, ideals, and activities embraced by modern feminism.
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Radical Sisters is a fresh exploration of the ways that 1960s political movements shaped local, grassroots
feminism in Washington, D.C. Rejecting notions of a universal sisterhood, Anne M. Valk argues that
activists periodically worked to bridge differences for the sake of improving women's plight, even while
maintaining distinct political bases. Washington, D.C. is a critical site for studying the dynamics of the
feminist movement, not only for its strategic location vis-a-vis the federal government but because in 1970
over seventy percent of the city's population was African American. While most historiography on the
subject tends to portray the feminist movement as deeply divided over issues of race, Valk presents a more
nuanced account, showing feminists of various backgrounds both coming together to promote a notion of
"sisterhood" and being deeply divided along the lines of class, race, and sexuality. In exploring women's
unity (or lack thereof) in the liberation movement, Valk shows how African American women activists, who
were primarily focused on racial and economic justice, influenced and provided important opposition to the
organizational activities of white women.

Going beyond self-identified Washington feminists to include critics, outsiders, occasional supporters, and
those supportive of the movement but not directly affiliated with it, Valk documents interactions between
groups working against sexism, racism, and poverty. Radical Sisters uncovers the fruitful, but often divisive,
connections between movements for urban change, welfare rights, reproductive control, and black liberation,
while detailing their impact on the ideas, ideals, and activities embraced by modern feminism.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Valk's in-depth analysis provides a new, more nuanced take on the era. Recommended."--Choice
 

"Provides a refreshing look at second-wave feminism. . . . Reveals the synergy between practice and theory
that shaped feminism during this period. . . . Invites us to rethink what it means to be radical
today."--Women's Review of Books

"Valk's study of women's political activism in Washington D.C., offers new way to think about the various
organizations that women formed in the 1960s and 1970s. . . .Beautifully organized. . . . Ambitious in scope,
rich in detail, but well worth the effort required to absorb its many insights."--Journal of American History

"Through meticulous historical exploration of women's political activism in Washington, DC, Valk provides
a nuanced analysis of how the synergistic relationships among multiple social movements and the women
who moved among them produced radical feminist policies."--Women's Review of Books

"This book provides a crucial new perspective on women's activism and on social activism in general. It is a
terrific and highly readable addition to the historiography of feminism, and will be welcome to teachers and
students alike."--H-Urban

About the Author

Anne M. Valk is associate director of programs for the John Nicholas Brown Center at Brown University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alan Trevino:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at this
point, people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
Yep, by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than other is high. In your
case who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular Radical Sisters: Second-Wave Feminism
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and Black Liberation in Washington, D.C. (Women in American History) book as nice and daily reading
guide. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Jack Caldwell:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you study a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you
have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and soon. The
Radical Sisters: Second-Wave Feminism and Black Liberation in Washington, D.C. (Women in American
History) offer you a new experience in examining a book.

Angela Strange:

You may get this Radical Sisters: Second-Wave Feminism and Black Liberation in Washington, D.C.
(Women in American History) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it can to be your
solve difficulty if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by means
of written or printed but can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just
looking because of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways
to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge
are still upgrade. Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Candace Hernandez:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but also novel and Radical Sisters: Second-Wave Feminism and Black
Liberation in Washington, D.C. (Women in American History) or maybe others sources were given
understanding for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel want to read more and more.
Science publication was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those books are helping them to
bring their knowledge. In different case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Radical Sisters:
Second-Wave Feminism and Black Liberation in Washington, D.C. (Women in American History) to make
your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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