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The story of the succession to the Prophet Muhammad and the rise of the
Rashidun Caliphate (632-661 AD) is familiar to historians from the political
histories of medieval Islam, which treat it as a factual account. The story also
informs the competing perspectives of Sunni and Shi'i Islam, which read into it
the legitimacy of their claims. Yet while descriptive and varied, these approaches
have long excluded a third reading, which views the conflict over the succession
to the Prophet as a parable. From this vantage point, the motives, sayings, and
actions of the protagonists reveal profound links to previous texts, not to mention
a surprising irony regarding political and religious issues.

In a controversial break from previous historiography, Tayeb El-Hibri privileges
the literary and artistic triumphs of the medieval Islamic chronicles and maps the
origins of Islamic political and religious orthodoxy. Considering the patterns and
themes of these unified narratives, including the problem of measuring personal
qualification according to religious merit, nobility, and skills in government, El-
Hibri offers an insightful critique of both early and contemporary Islam and the
concerns of legitimacy shadowing various rulers. In building an argument for
reading the texts as parabolic commentary, he also highlights the Islamic
reinterpretation of biblical traditions, both by Qur'anic exegesis and historical
composition.
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The story of the succession to the Prophet Muhammad and the rise of the Rashidun Caliphate (632-661 AD)
is familiar to historians from the political histories of medieval Islam, which treat it as a factual account. The
story also informs the competing perspectives of Sunni and Shi'i Islam, which read into it the legitimacy of
their claims. Yet while descriptive and varied, these approaches have long excluded a third reading, which
views the conflict over the succession to the Prophet as a parable. From this vantage point, the motives,
sayings, and actions of the protagonists reveal profound links to previous texts, not to mention a surprising
irony regarding political and religious issues.

In a controversial break from previous historiography, Tayeb El-Hibri privileges the literary and artistic
triumphs of the medieval Islamic chronicles and maps the origins of Islamic political and religious
orthodoxy. Considering the patterns and themes of these unified narratives, including the problem of
measuring personal qualification according to religious merit, nobility, and skills in government, El-Hibri
offers an insightful critique of both early and contemporary Islam and the concerns of legitimacy shadowing
various rulers. In building an argument for reading the texts as parabolic commentary, he also highlights the
Islamic reinterpretation of biblical traditions, both by Qur'anic exegesis and historical composition.
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Editorial Review

Review

El-Hibri advances a rich, provocative reading of events following the death of Muhammad and the careers of
the first four caliphs.

(CHOICE)

This work is valuable as it emphasizes the benefits of applying a literary approach to historiographical
literature that is generally perceived as historical.

(Zohar Hadromi-Allouche H-Mideast Medieval)

Review

Awe-inspiring erudition and a discerning eye for intertextual associations guide Tayeb El-Hibri's brilliant
dissection of early Islamic political narratives. Once exposed to this methodology, readers will have
difficulty accepting innocent 'factual' readings of even the most straightforward seeming accounts.

(Richard Bulliet, Columbia University, author of Cotton, Climate, and Camels in Early Islamic Iran: A
Moment in World History)

About the Author

Tayeb El-Hibri is associate professor of Near Eastern studies at the University of Massachusetts, Amherst,
and the author of Reinterpreting Islamic Historiography: Harun al-Rashid and the Narrative of the 'Abbasid
Caliphate. He received his BA in history from Stanford University and his PhD in Islamic history from
Columbia University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Doris Anderson:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet
and the resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How
individuals to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading
a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Parable and Politics in
Early Islamic History: The Rashidun Caliphs book since this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of
course the data in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

PDF File: Parable And Politics In Early Islamic History: The Rashidun Caliphs 3



Read and Download Ebook Parable And Politics In Early Islamic History: The Rashidun Caliphs PDF Public Ebook Library

Nydia Kelly:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story or their
experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the data about something
that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or daughters, there are
many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their expertise in writing,
they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of them is this Parable and Politics in
Early Islamic History: The Rashidun Caliphs.

Malcolm Lee:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled
Parable and Politics in Early Islamic History: The Rashidun Caliphs your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely might be your mind
friends. Imaging every single word written in a guide then become one type conclusion and explanation in
which maybe you never get before. The Parable and Politics in Early Islamic History: The Rashidun Caliphs
giving you one more experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful data for your
better life within this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind
will likely be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this
extraordinary investing spare time activity?

William Sinclair:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This Parable and Politics in Early Islamic
History: The Rashidun Caliphs is simple to create you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and soon. If
you did not get much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you
simpler to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when you buy this book.
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