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Listen to This stands out as the first book exclusively dedicated to Davis’s
watershed 1969 album, Bitches Brew. Victor Svorinich traces its incarnations and
inspirations for ten-plus years before its release. The album arrived as the jazz
scene waned beneath the rise of rock and roll and as Davis (1926–1991) faced
large changes in social conditions affecting the African-American consciousness.
This new climate served as a catalyst for an experiment that many considered a
major departure. Davis’s new music projected rock and roll sensibilities, the
experimental essence of 1960s’ counterculture, yet also harsh dissonances of
African-American reality. Many listeners embraced it, while others
misunderstood and rejected the concoction.

Listen to This is not just the story of Bitches Brew. It reveals much of the legend
of Miles Davis?his attitude and will, his grace under pressure, his bands, his
relationship to the masses, his business and personal etiquette, and his response
to extraordinary social conditions seemingly aligned to bring him down.
Svorinich revisits the mystery and skepticism surrounding the album, and places
it into both a historical and musical context using new interviews, original
analysis, recently found recordings, unearthed session data sheets, memoranda,
letters, musical transcriptions, scores, and a wealth of other material.
Additionally, Listen to This encompasses a thorough examination of producer
Teo Macero’s archives and Bitches Brew’s original session reels in order to
provide the only complete day-to-day account of the sessions.
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Editorial Review

Review

“No fan of Davis or student of contemporary jazz should skip this penetrating and fast-reading take on an
album that still, forty-five years after its release, gives us much to contemplate.”

?Matt Lohr, JazzTimes

“The book is peppered with interesting facts. . . .Many pages are devoted to the impact of Bitches Brew on
Miles Davis’s subsequent career (right up to his final decade) and on the musicians involved, including
Wayne Shorter, Chick Corea, John McLaughlin, Joe Zawinul, and Bennie Maupin. Also included are many
photographs and transcriptions, plus reproductions of letters, memos, adverts, and session logs that make for
fascinating reading. This is a strong contender for jazz book of the year.”

?George Cole, Jazzwise

“Svorinich’s well-written, balanced account of Davis’s journey up to and beyond Bitches Brew will appeal
not only to Davis converts but to any serious music fan interested in the development of twentieth-century
popular music.”

?Ian Patterson, AllAboutJazz.com

“With precision, laser-like focus, writer Victor Svorinich zooms in on the events leading up to the recording
of a jazz-fusion landmark in Listen to This: Miles Davis and “Bitches Brew”. Incorporating revealing
testimony from pinnacle players culled from liner notes, previously published magazine articles, and
interviews he conducted for this project, Svorinich runs down (in excruciating detail) the three days of
recording that culminated in Davis’s first gold record while providing insightful annotation of each
individual track.”

?Bill Milkowski, DownBeat

About the Author

Victor Svorinich (D.Litt, Drew), Whippany, New Jersey, is a music faculty member at Kean University in
Union, New Jersey, and owner of The Guitar Academy. His published work includes Electric Miles: A Look
at the “In a Silent Way” and “On the Corner” Sessions.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Padilla:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible Listen to This:
Miles Davis and Bitches Brew (American Made Music Series)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You
realize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you
agree with it is opinion or you have different opinion?

Erma Ward:

This Listen to This: Miles Davis and Bitches Brew (American Made Music Series) book is not really
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is
usually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper a person
read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Listen to This: Miles Davis and Bitches Brew (American
Made Music Series) without we recognize teach the one who looking at it become critical in pondering and
analyzing. Don't become worry Listen to This: Miles Davis and Bitches Brew (American Made Music
Series) can bring if you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can
have it within your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Listen to This: Miles Davis and Bitches Brew
(American Made Music Series) having great arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not sense
uninterested in reading.

Thomas Rojas:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get it
in e-book method, more simple and reachable. That Listen to This: Miles Davis and Bitches Brew (American
Made Music Series) can give you a lot of good friends because by you investigating this one book you have
factor that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to
get success. This guide offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than
various other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let me have Listen to This: Miles Davis and
Bitches Brew (American Made Music Series).

Diana Keller:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also know
that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is niagra
Listen to This: Miles Davis and Bitches Brew (American Made Music Series).
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