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‘Christian nationalism' refers to the set of ideasin which belief in the
development and superiority of one's national group is combined with, or
underwritten by, Christian theology and practice. A critique of Christian
nationalism isimplicit throughout the thought of Soren Kierkegaard, an analysis
inseparable from hiswider aim of reintroducing Christianity into Christendom.

Stephen Backhouse examines the nationalist theologies of Kierkegaard's
contemporaries H.L. Martensen and N.F.S. Grundtvig, to show how
Kierkegaard's thought developed in response to the writings of these important
cultura leaders of the day. Kierkegaard's response formed the backbone of his
own philosophical and theological project, namely his attempt to form authentic
Christian individuals through the use of 'the moment', ‘the leap' and
‘contemporaneity’.

This study brings Kierkegaard's critique of Christian nationalism into
conversation with current political science theories of religious nationalism and
reflects on the implications of Kierkegaard's radical approach. While the critique
is unsettling to politicians and church leaders alike, nevertheless there is much to
commend it to the reality of modern religious and social life. As atheological
thinker keenly aware of the unique problems posed by Christendom,
Kierkegaard's critique istimely for any Christian culture that is tempted to
confuse its faith with patriotism or national affiliation.
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'Christian nationalism' refers to the set of ideas in which belief in the development and superiority of one's
national group is combined with, or underwritten by, Christian theology and practice. A critique of Christian
nationalism isimplicit throughout the thought of Soren Kierkegaard, an analysis inseparable from his wider
aim of reintroducing Christianity into Christendom.

Stephen Backhouse examines the nationalist theologies of Kierkegaard's contemporaries H.L. Martensen and
N.F.S. Grundtvig, to show how Kierkegaard's thought developed in response to the writings of these
important cultural leaders of the day. Kierkegaard's response formed the backbone of his own philosophical
and theological project, namely his attempt to form authentic Christian individuals through the use of 'the
moment’, ‘the leap’ and ‘contemporaneity’.

This study brings Kierkegaard's critique of Christian nationalism into conversation with current political
science theories of religious nationalism and reflects on the implications of Kierkegaard's radical approach.
While the critique is unsettling to politicians and church leaders alike, nevertheless there is much to
commend it to the reality of modern religious and socia life. Asatheological thinker keenly aware of the
unique problems posed by Christendom, Kierkegaard's critique istimely for any Christian culturethat is
tempted to confuse its faith with patriotism or national affiliation.
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Editorial Review

Review

Backhouse provides a well-researched and insightful commentary on key aspects of Kierkegaard's thought in
order to indicate some potential contributions to political theology. Thisis awelcome achievement that will
hopefully pave the way for more of its kind. Joshua R. Furnal, Theology an excellent introduction to
Kierkegaard's thought, and a worthwhile addition to scholarship on an enduring figure. Gary Slater,
Expository Times

About the Author

Stephen Backhouse is theTutor in Social and Political Theology for St Mellitus College, London. Originally
from Canada, he has studied and worked at the Universities of McGill and Oxford. He is the author of a
number of books and articles in the areas of history, politics and theology.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Elizabeth Hager:

Book isto be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. Asit is known to
us that book is very important for us. The book Kierkegaard's Critique of Christian Nationalism (Oxford
Theology and Religion Monographs) was making you to know about other know-how and of course you can
take more information. It is very advantages for you. The e-book Kierkegaard's Critique of Christian
Nationalism (Oxford Theology and Religion Monographs) is not only giving you much more new
information but also being your friend when you truly feel bored. Y ou can spend your current spend timeto
read your guide. Try to make relationship with all the book Kierkegaard's Critique of Christian Nationalism
(Oxford Theology and Religion Monographs). Y ou never truly feel lose out for everything when you read
some books.

Molly Marquis:

As peoplewho livein typically the modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make them keep up with the erathat is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This Kierkegaard's Critique of
Christian Nationalism (Oxford Theology and Religion Monographs) is our recommendation to cause you to
keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Jocelyn Lee:

Do you considered one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
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on guys this particular aren't like that. This Kierkegaard's Critique of Christian Nationalism (Oxford
Theology and Religion Monographs) book is readable simply by you who hate the straight word style. You
will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving possibly decrease the
knowledge that want to give to you. The writer regarding Kierkegaard's Critique of Christian Nationalism
(Oxford Theology and Religion Monographs) content conveys the idea easily to understand by |ots of
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different by means of it. So
, do you till thinking Kierkegaard's Critique of Christian Nationalism (Oxford Theology and Religion
Monographs) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Darren Reid:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you will get it
in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This particular Kierkegaard's Critique of Christian
Nationalism (Oxford Theology and Religion Monographs) can give you alot of close friends because by you
checking out this one book you have point that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person.
Thiskind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that maybe
your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than some other make you to be great men and women. So , why
hesitate? L et me have Kierkegaard's Critique of Christian Nationalism (Oxford Theology and Religion
Monographs).
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