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An invaluable guide on how to "lighten up" from a distinguished pro who
has provided laughs for JAY LENO, BILLY CRYSTAL, STEVE MARTIN,
ROBIN WILLIAMS, BRAD GARRETT, WHOOPI GOLDBERG, AND
MANY MORE.
Who hasn't wished for the perfect withering comeback line, a clever tension-
breaking quip, or a winning flirtatious remark? Being funny is hard work and not
everyone is a natural. How to Be Funny is a witty guide that teaches readers
precisely how to be funnier in everyday life. It's a must-read for anyone who has
to speak in public, be engaging and funny at work or at play, or who hopes to one
day go out on a date.
Jon Macks, a comedy writer for The Tonight Show with Jay Leno, the Academy
Awards, the Emmy Awards, Hollywood Squares, and the nation's top comedians,
politicians, and corporate leaders, knows his funny business. Here he demystifies
the process of making people laugh, breaks down the basic building blocks and
types of humor -- which include self-deprecation, misdirection, deadpan delivery,
sarcasm, and "the reverse" -- and reveals the best approaches to use in common
situations.
How to Be Funny features helpful (and hilarious) tips and anecdotes from the
comic legends Mack's worked with -- including Jay Leno, Arsenio Hall, Gilbert
Gottfried, Billy Crystal, Rita Rudner, Dave Barry, and Carrie Fisher -- in his
eleven years as one of the nation's top television writers.
Whether the goal is to give a memorable public address or deliver a killer line
with friends, How to Be Funny is a charming, instructive, and practical read.
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business. Here he demystifies the process of making people laugh, breaks down the basic building blocks
and types of humor -- which include self-deprecation, misdirection, deadpan delivery, sarcasm, and "the
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Can a book really teach you how to be funny? Macks, who has written jokes for big names including Jay
Leno, Billy Crystal, Steve Martin and Robin Williams, thinks his can. Though some might argue that wit is
instinctive, Macks contends that by following his advice and making a serious effort to improve-or even
develop-a sense of humor, almost anyone can learn to "be funny in everyday life." He fills his how-to with
tips and homework assignments on topics like self-deprecating and topical humor, sarcasm, using funny
words and sounds and storytelling. Macks admits that although a flair for comic timing can be taught, "these
techniques and advice will not work if you have the unfunny gene...if you are a cemedically-genetically-
deformed person, return this book and get your money back." Macks's running comedy while he teaches
makes his funny-for-dummies original and easy to read, yet many of his suggested jokes and one-liners for
everyday life are real groaners; he offers this zinger as a way to lighten the mood in an elevator: "Does
anyone have Dramamine?" That said, Macks does devote a good chunk of the book to explaining how to
incorporate humor into public speaking, a situation where, unlike life, having scripted jokes is a good idea.
He also includes helpful tips on how to handle rude audience behavior, like this classic: "Could you speak a
little louder? We all missed the part about the Viagra not working."
Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.

About the Author
Jon Macks, author of Heaven Talks Back, From Soup to Nuts, and Fuhgeddaboutit, is a writer for The
Tonight Show with Jay Leno. He has written for seven Academy Awards shows, nine Emmy Awards shows,
and has a weekly comedy segment on The Paul Harris Radio Show on The Big 550/KTRS St. Louis. In
addition, he writes for Hollywood Squares and for over a dozen of the nation's top comedians, politicians,
corporate leaders, and sports commentators. He lives in Los Angeles.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.
Chapter 1: Introduction

This book has one aim -- to teach you how to be funny in everyday life. It won't help you become a standup
comic, and it won't help you become a comedy writer. It won't help you repeat other people's jokes, and it
definitely won't increase your chances of recovering the $20,000 you lost in WorldCom last year.

But if you read this book from front to back, follow the advice, and work at being funny, you will learn to
use humor to: improve your public speaking; end an argument; avoid getting beaten up; get a raise at work;
make people think you're smart. You will see that being funny can make you more popular, enable you to
pass the time in prison without being violated by large, angry men (especially useful for you CEO's out
there), and help you get selected as a contestant on a game show because the producers look for amusing
extroverts on these shows, not Harry Potter-obsessed introverts. In short, this book can help you ridicule and
diminish your enemies, handle your kids, and deal with idiots in everyday situations; it will enable you to
make a point, and ruin a rival's big moment -- and all of this for only $12.

Historically the male book buyer is the hardest to entice. (Unless the book has a lot of pictures and a
centerfold.) So if the above-mentioned reasons don't inspire you, how about the fact that this book will help
improve your sex life? If there is one thing that is certain in life, it's that the number-one trait women look for
in deciding whether to have sex with someone they just met is a sense of humor. So if you have a big
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expense account, a six figure income, plus a sense of humor, you've got it made.

One thing to remember as you begin your journey to funny: A lot of this book is repetitive. A lot of the
advice from the pros is repetitive. This is not because I get paid by the word. It's so you will realize that to be
funny, there are a few basic fundamentals of comedy that you need to learn, absorb, and try, repeatedly.

CAVEAT: You don't need the "comic gene" to be funny, although I have to admit, there are people who are
born funny. But these techniques and advice will not work if you have the unfunny gene. And we all know
people like that. They just don't get it. They are marching to the beat of a different drummer and the
drummer is Pete Best.

By the way, I used Pete Best to make a point -- outdated references fail in the world of humor. Always use a
fresh topical reference. However, since my list of drummers who are total losers begins and ends with Pete
Best, we're stuck with him...although one more stint in rehab for Ringo and he could once again replace Pete.
But I digress. There are people who are just genetically unfunny, who can't deliver a joke because they don't
know what a joke is. A classic example -- Russian president Vladimir Putin. Or Joe Piscopo.

So if you are a comedically-genetically-deformed person, return this book and get your money back.

However, if you are not in this infinitesimally small group, read on....

10 REASONS WHY BEING FUNNY IS IMPORTANT

1. Funny people have more friends.

There are three ways in life to become popular: be rich, be beautiful, or be funny. Everyone likes being
around witty, entertaining people who can make them laugh. It's why you rarely see pictures of Osama bin
Laden sitting at the head table of a bar mitzvah.

2. Funny people get noticed at work.

No, we're not talking about the idiot who photocopies his buttocks in the mailroom, or the moron who wastes
valuable Internet time forwarding nonoriginal e-mails to everyone all day. We're talking about the employee
who can keep people's interest during a presentation by being funny, the supervisor who can build loyalty
and a sense of camaraderie through the bonding that comes with the sharing of a joke, or the security guard
who can get a chuckle out of the angry, disgruntled employee.

3. Funny people make more money.

It's a proven fact that people who can make others laugh make more money. It's the reason the president only
makes $400,000 a year, while Carrot Top pulls down $17 million.

4. Funny people don't get wedgies in high school.

Sheer physical bulk can prevent the humiliation of being given a wedgie by a gang of cretins. So can a sense
of humor. A quick wit and the ability to get the leader of the cretins or the "Head Heather" to laugh can turn
a tense high school confrontation into a fun-filled bonding situation. Or, you can just give them your lunch
money and run.
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5. Funny people get better service in stores.

Face it, the life of a sales clerk is not easy. It ranks somewhere between proctology assistant and Jennifer
Lopez's wedding planner. So who are these vessels of failed dreams going to be more responsive to: an angry
trailer-park mom in curlers beating her kids upside the head in aisle 7 of K-mart while demanding to know
where to find the size 44 polyester stretch pants, or you, someone who can make them laugh?

6. Funny people live longer.

George Burns, funny, lived to be one hundred. Milton Berle, funny, lived to be ninety-three. James Dean, not
funny, dead at age twenty-four. I rest my case.

7. Funny people are smarter.

Maybe it's a direct link. Maybe to be funny, you need to be smart. You certainly need to be well read, able to
connect seemingly unconnected events and pull topical references out and use them at the drop of a hat. And
even if funny people aren't really smarter, they still seem that way. I really don't know if Bill Maher is
smarter than President Bush but I do know this -- Maher is funnier and certainly seems to have a better grasp
of the economy.

8. Being funny can cover up a multitude of sins.

People might have been willing to overlook some of Saddam Hussein's human rights violations if he were
killing at the Baghdad Chuckle House on open mike night. I know I would be a lot more forgiving.

9. Funny people have more sex.

I mentioned this above as a key reason to buy this book. In the end, we all know it's true. If you can get
someone to lower her barrier against laughter, you are more likely to get her to take off her clothes.

10. Being funny is obviously important enough to you that you bought this book. So with that in mind, let us
begin.

HISTORY OF EARLY COMEDY

Here's a quick sketch of comedy up until the beginning of the modern era.

3500 B.C.: A twenty-three-year-old cave dweller in the south of France accidentally spears a neighbor in the
buttocks while hunting antelope. Hilarious laughter ensues as comedy has its first victim. Moral: weird use
of everyday items is funny.

Fifth century B.C.: Aristophanes writes a series of comedic plays in ancient Greece, gets to perform them in
the amphitheater, kills with his opening joke of "Two members of the Hebrew tribe walk into a bar. They
buy it."

1387: Geoffrey Chaucer invents the medieval comedy Canterbury Tales, which consists primarily of dirty
jokes, double entendres, and people laughing at how he spells "Geoffrey."

Late 1500s: Shakespeare uses subtle wit and wordplay in his early works. Since 98 percent of commoners
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can't read, this goes nowhere and he goes back to his bread and butter -- insult humor:

"You blocks, you stones, you worse than senseless things." Julius Caesar, Act I, Scene i.

"This sanguine coward, this bed presser, this horseback breaker, this huge hill of flesh." Henry IV Part One,
Act II, Scene iv.

1600-1923: No comedy; people are too preoccupied with the pox, plague, and overthrowing colonial tyrants.

1924: The Marx Brothers.

Copyright © 2003 by Wild Bronco Productions, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Paula Mendoza:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Sure, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own
spare time to take a go walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible
How to Be Funny: The One and Only Practical Guide for Every Occasion, Situation, and Disaster (no
kidding)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time with
your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have various
other opinion?

Mildred Miller:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important normally. The book How to Be Funny: The One and Only Practical
Guide for Every Occasion, Situation, and Disaster (no kidding) has been making you to know about other
expertise and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The reserve How to Be
Funny: The One and Only Practical Guide for Every Occasion, Situation, and Disaster (no kidding) is not
only giving you far more new information but also for being your friend when you really feel bored. You can
spend your spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship using the book How to Be Funny: The
One and Only Practical Guide for Every Occasion, Situation, and Disaster (no kidding). You never
experience lose out for everything if you read some books.

Brett Baker:

Here thing why this particular How to Be Funny: The One and Only Practical Guide for Every Occasion,
Situation, and Disaster (no kidding) are different and reputable to be yours. First of all studying a book is
good but it really depends in the content than it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. How to Be
Funny: The One and Only Practical Guide for Every Occasion, Situation, and Disaster (no kidding) giving
you information deeper including different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no book that
similar with How to Be Funny: The One and Only Practical Guide for Every Occasion, Situation, and
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Disaster (no kidding). It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing that
will happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere
like in park, café, or even in your means home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the
imprinted book maybe the form of How to Be Funny: The One and Only Practical Guide for Every
Occasion, Situation, and Disaster (no kidding) in e-book can be your choice.

Wanda Davis:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get great
deal of stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have
you got when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then
do you ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the
particular book you have read is actually How to Be Funny: The One and Only Practical Guide for Every
Occasion, Situation, and Disaster (no kidding).
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