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"George Black rediscovers the history and lore of one of the planet's most
magnificent landscapes. Read Empire of Shadows, and you'll never think of our
first?in many ways our greatest?national
park in the same way again."
?Hampton Sides, author of Blood and Thunder

Empire of Shadows is the epic story of the conquest of Yellowstone, a landscape
uninhabited, inaccessible and shrouded in myth in the aftermath of the Civil War.
In a radical reinterpretation of the nineteenth century West, George Black casts
Yellowstone's creation as the culmination of three interwoven strands of history -
the passion for exploration, the violence of the Indian Wars and the "civilizing"
of the frontier - and charts its course through the lives of those who sought to lay
bare its mysteries: Lt. Gustavus Cheyney Doane, a gifted but tormented
cavalryman known as "the man who invented Wonderland"; the ambitious
former vigilante leader Nathaniel Langford; scientist Ferdinand Hayden, who
brought photographer William Henry Jackson and painter Thomas Moran to
Yellowstone; and Gen. Phil Sheridan, Civil War hero and architect of the Indian
Wars, who finally succeeded in having the new National Park placed under the
protection of the US Cavalry. George Black¹s Empire of Shadows is a
groundbreaking historical account of the origins of America¹s majestic national
landmark.
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"George Black rediscovers the history and lore of one of the planet's most magnificent landscapes. Read
Empire of Shadows, and you'll never think of our first?in many ways our greatest?national
park in the same way again."
?Hampton Sides, author of Blood and Thunder

Empire of Shadows is the epic story of the conquest of Yellowstone, a landscape uninhabited, inaccessible
and shrouded in myth in the aftermath of the Civil War. In a radical reinterpretation of the nineteenth century
West, George Black casts Yellowstone's creation as the culmination of three interwoven strands of history -
the passion for exploration, the violence of the Indian Wars and the "civilizing" of the frontier - and charts its
course through the lives of those who sought to lay bare its mysteries: Lt. Gustavus Cheyney Doane, a gifted
but tormented cavalryman known as "the man who invented Wonderland"; the ambitious former vigilante
leader Nathaniel Langford; scientist Ferdinand Hayden, who brought photographer William Henry Jackson
and painter Thomas Moran to Yellowstone; and Gen. Phil Sheridan, Civil War hero and architect of the
Indian Wars, who finally succeeded in having the new National Park placed under the protection of the US
Cavalry. George Black¹s Empire of Shadows is a groundbreaking historical account of the origins of
America¹s majestic national landmark.
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Editorial Review

Review

“George Black has written a masterful and riveting history of the exploration of Yellowstone. Empire of
Shadows will forever change our understanding and conception of this sacred American place.” ?David
Grann, author of The Lost City of Z

“In this work of meticulous scholarship harnessed to fine story-telling, George Black rediscovers the history
and lore of one of the planet's most magnificent landscapes. Here is Yellowstone in all its untouristed
grandeur--we can almost smell the musk of buffalo herds and the glurp of the hot springs. Read Empire of
the Shadows, and you'll never think of our first--in many ways our greatest--national park in the same way
again.” ?Hampton Sides, author of Blood and Thunder

“A well-researched and dynamically written study of the hidden history of greed and idealism, beauty and
violence, which led to the creation of Yellowstone National Park.” ?Richard Slotkin, author of Gunfighter
Nation: The Myth of the Frontier in 20th Century America and Professor Emeritus of American Studies,
Wesleyan University

“An engrossing chronicle of the vast sweep of western American history that, after six decades, finally
closed in on our first national park.” ?Robert M. Utley, Former Chief Historian of the National Park Service
and author of sixteen books on western American history

About the Author

GEORGE BLACK is the author of The Trout Pool Paradox and Casting a Spell. He is the executive editor
of OnEarth magazine, a publication of the Natural Resources Defense Council. He lives in New York.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Patricia French:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read a
new book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the whole
day to reading a guide. The book Empire of Shadows: The Epic Story of Yellowstone it doesn't matter what
good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book.
In the event you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore
easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book offers high quality.
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Raymond Albanese:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find guide that
need more time to be read. Empire of Shadows: The Epic Story of Yellowstone can be your answer because
it can be read by anyone who have those short time problems.

Lisa Sullivan:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to you personally is Empire of Shadows: The Epic Story of Yellowstone this book consist a
lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented just how can the
world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Often the
writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Here is why this book appropriate all of you.

Luis Hahn:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This particular Empire of Shadows: The Epic Story of
Yellowstone can give you a lot of close friends because by you checking out this one book you have thing
that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for
you to get success. This guide offer you information that might be your friend doesn't learn, by knowing
more than other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let us have Empire of Shadows: The Epic
Story of Yellowstone.
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