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Death and the Moving Image provides the first in-depth study of the
representation of death and dying in mainstream Western cinema from its earliest
to its latest renditions. It explores the impact of gender, race, nation and narration
upon death's dramatics on-screen and isolates how mainstream cinema works to
bestow value upon certain lives, and specific socio-cultural identities, in a
hierarchical and partisan way. Dedicated to the popular, to the political and
ethical implications of mass culture's themes and imperatives, this book takes
mainstream cinema to task for its mortal economies: for its adoration and
absolution of some characters and expendability of others. It also ultimately
disinters the capacity for film, and film criticism, to engage with life and
vulnerability differently.

Aimed at the burgeoning field of death studies and explosion of interest in
trauma and ethics within film studies, this book charts important new territory for
the discipline whilst arguing for the centrality of this subject to the socio-political
significance of cinema.
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Death and the Moving Image provides the first in-depth study of the representation of death and dying in
mainstream Western cinema from its earliest to its latest renditions. It explores the impact of gender, race,
nation and narration upon death's dramatics on-screen and isolates how mainstream cinema works to bestow
value upon certain lives, and specific socio-cultural identities, in a hierarchical and partisan way. Dedicated
to the popular, to the political and ethical implications of mass culture's themes and imperatives, this book
takes mainstream cinema to task for its mortal economies: for its adoration and absolution of some characters
and expendability of others. It also ultimately disinters the capacity for film, and film criticism, to engage
with life and vulnerability differently.

Aimed at the burgeoning field of death studies and explosion of interest in trauma and ethics within film
studies, this book charts important new territory for the discipline whilst arguing for the centrality of this
subject to the socio-political significance of cinema.
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Editorial Review

Review

'Through a series of sophisticated and highly nuanced readings of a wide range of films, Michele Aaron
exposes the mortal economies on which cinema depends. This important book will cause readers to think
again about the ethical and political stakes of the filmic treatment of death in mainstream cinema and
beyond.'
Sarah Cooper, King's College London

'This compelling and exhaustive study will be a must read for scholars working at the intersection of visual
culture and studies of death. Michele Aaron moves through several genres of film and spans the production
of films from the 1940s into the 21st century. Specifically, she argues that there is a pervasive aesthetic of
self-risk in cinema, a death-drive that secures our several understandings of how contemporary culture masks
its own political ends. Moving beyond the psychoanalytic, Aaron ultimately and convincingly demonstrates
that it is the ethical in cinema that continues to be denied its proper place, even in the midst of its centrality
in the genre. This is bold and welcomed new work.'
Sharon P. Holland, Duke University

About the Author

Michele Aaron is Senior Lecturer in American and Canadian Studies at the University of Birmingham.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Doris Edwards:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled Death and the Moving Image: Ideology, Iconography and I. Try to
stumble through book Death and the Moving Image: Ideology, Iconography and I as your good friend. It
means that it can to become your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that course make you smarter
than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you much more confidence because
you can know anything by the book. So , we should make new experience along with knowledge with this
book.
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Angela Rodriguez:

The actual book Death and the Moving Image: Ideology, Iconography and I will bring that you the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In the event you try to
find new book to read, this book very ideal to you. The book Death and the Moving Image: Ideology,
Iconography and I is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from your official web
site, so you can easier to read the book.

Gwen Anderson:

Death and the Moving Image: Ideology, Iconography and I can be one of your starter books that are good
idea. We recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The
article writer giving his/her effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Death and the
Moving Image: Ideology, Iconography and I yet doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the
hottest and based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can
drawn you into completely new stage of crucial considering.

Lauren Smith:

This Death and the Moving Image: Ideology, Iconography and I is fresh way for you who has curiosity to
look for some information because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you into it getting
knowledge more you know or you who still having bit of digest in reading this Death and the Moving Image:
Ideology, Iconography and I can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this kind of
book is easy to get through anyone. These books develop itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone,
yep I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this
reserve is the answer. So there is not any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book variety for your
better life along with knowledge.
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