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The bata is one of the most important and representative percussion traditions of
the people in southwest Nigeria, and is now learnt and performed around the
world. In Cuba, their own bata tradition derives from the Yoruba bata from
Africa yet has had far more research attention than its African predecessor.
Although the bata is one of the oldest known Yoruba drumming traditions, the
drum and its unique language are now unfamiliar to many contemporary Yoruba
people. Amanda Villepastour provides the first academic study of the bata's
communication technology and the elaborate coded spoken language of bata
drummers, which they refer to as 'ena bata'. Villepastour explains how the bata
drummers' speech encoding method links into universal linguistic properties,
unknown to the musicians themselves. The analysis draws the direct links
between what is spoken in Yoruba, how Yoruba is transformed in to the coded
language (ena), how ena prescribes the drum strokes and, finally, how listeners
(and which listeners) extract linguistic meaning from what is drummed. The
description and analysis of this unique musical system adds substantially to what
is known about bata drumming specifically, Yoruba drumming generally, speech
surrogacy in music and coded systems of speaking. This book will appeal not
only to ethnomusicologists and anthropologists, but also to linguists, drummers
and those interested in African Studies.
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The bata is one of the most important and representative percussion traditions of the people in southwest
Nigeria, and is now learnt and performed around the world. In Cuba, their own bata tradition derives from
the Yoruba bata from Africa yet has had far more research attention than its African predecessor. Although
the bata is one of the oldest known Yoruba drumming traditions, the drum and its unique language are now
unfamiliar to many contemporary Yoruba people. Amanda Villepastour provides the first academic study of
the bata's communication technology and the elaborate coded spoken language of bata drummers, which they
refer to as 'ena bata'. Villepastour explains how the bata drummers' speech encoding method links into
universal linguistic properties, unknown to the musicians themselves. The analysis draws the direct links
between what is spoken in Yoruba, how Yoruba is transformed in to the coded language (ena), how ena
prescribes the drum strokes and, finally, how listeners (and which listeners) extract linguistic meaning from
what is drummed. The description and analysis of this unique musical system adds substantially to what is
known about bata drumming specifically, Yoruba drumming generally, speech surrogacy in music and coded
systems of speaking. This book will appeal not only to ethnomusicologists and anthropologists, but also to
linguists, drummers and those interested in African Studies.
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Editorial Review

Review
'... the book is a most important contribution not only to the study of bata message drumming, but to the
study of the YorA'ba language, its representations on "talking" instruments, and many adjoining areas of
research, including the organology of the bata set and YorA'ba culture history in general.' Gerard Kubik in
African Music 'Villepastour's research and analyses are remarkable for breaking apart and decoding the
puzzle that is YorA'ba bata speech.' Anthropos '... highly recommended for students in African
ethnomusicology, drumming researchers, and those interested in learning a bit more about Yoruba drumming
language. I guarantee it will speak to you.' Inside world Music '... this book is a tour de force. It is a welcome
resource for organologists, ethnomusicologists, and drummers; and it also offers much of interest to linguists,
anthropologists, and p ersons involved inAfrican Studies.' Journal of the American Musical Instrument
Society

About the Author
Dr Amanda Villepastour, University of Cardiff, UK.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mark Copeland:

Do you considered one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This Ancient Text Messages of the Yoruba Bata Drum: Cracking the Code
(SOAS Musicology Series) book is readable by simply you who hate the straight word style. You will find
the information here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving also decrease the
knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer of Ancient Text Messages of the Yoruba Bata Drum:
Cracking the Code (SOAS Musicology Series) content conveys prospect easily to understand by most
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different by means of it. So , do you
nevertheless thinking Ancient Text Messages of the Yoruba Bata Drum: Cracking the Code (SOAS
Musicology Series) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Larry Chaffin:

The guide with title Ancient Text Messages of the Yoruba Bata Drum: Cracking the Code (SOAS
Musicology Series) posesses a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of advantage after
read this book. This book exist new information the information that exist in this reserve represented the
condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This
kind of book will bring you inside new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your own
smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.
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Tony Jacobson:

Ancient Text Messages of the Yoruba Bata Drum: Cracking the Code (SOAS Musicology Series) can be one
of your basic books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this guide has good
vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering
the information. The writer giving his/her effort to place every word into pleasure arrangement in writing
Ancient Text Messages of the Yoruba Bata Drum: Cracking the Code (SOAS Musicology Series)
nevertheless doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource
facts that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into completely
new stage of crucial considering.

Betty Johnston:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is called of book
Ancient Text Messages of the Yoruba Bata Drum: Cracking the Code (SOAS Musicology Series). Contain
your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make a person
happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one place to
other place.
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